
Characteristics of the 

Presbyterian Church in America 
 

 

THEOLOGY 

 

Historic Creeds 

Beliefs are consistent with the historic creeds. 

 

Reformed Confessions 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, the Westminster Shorter Catechism, and the Westminster 

Larger Catechism. 

 

Commitment and Submission to Biblical Authority 

The Bible is the inspired and inerrant Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

 

Orthodox Biblical Hermeneutic 

Scripture interprets scripture, and does not contradict itself.  The whole counsel of God 

concerning all things necessary for His own glory, man's salvation, faith and life flows from 

scripture (though it does not give specific instructions on every issue).  Inward illumination of 

the Holy Spirit is necessary for a saving understanding.  There is one covenant of grace that 

binds the Old and New Testaments. 

 

Holds to a Gospel that Emphasizes the Necessity of the Cross 

The PCA website gives a rich Gospel presentation at http://www.pcaac.org/what-we-believe/the-

good-news/.  It includes the truth about man, the truth about God, the truth about Jesus 

(including His life, death and resurrection), our response, and the result. 

 

Complementarian 

The PCA ordains men in "obedience to the New Testament standard for those who rule the 

church and teach doctrine."  Ministers, ruling elders, and deacons in the PCA are men only,  

though women have a wide range of uses for their gifts in PCA churches.  (This was reaffirmed 

at the 2017 general assembly.  Read the last 5 pages of this document for a summary:  

http://pcahistory.org/pca/2017_WIM_report.pdf.) 

 

Practices Infant Baptism 

Yes.  Baptism is a sign of God's covenant and is properly administered to children of believers in 

their infancy as well as to those who come as adults to trust in Christ. 

 

 

POLITY 

 

See the accompanying document:  Distinctives of PCA Polity 

 

 



ACCOUNTABILITY 

 

Commitment to Theological Integrity  

The PCA ensures theological integrity of its pastors through its ordination process, which 

includes calling and submission, coming under the care of Presbytery, licensure, internship, and 

ordination. 

  

Procedures for Accountability: Pastors, Elders, Professors, College Instructors & Churches  

Mutual accountability in the PCA means that for both theological integrity and manner of life, 

church members are accountable to the elders, ministers and churches are accountable to the 

Presbytery, and the Presbytery is accountable to the General Assembly.  The BCO gives a 

carefully-detailed process for each level of accountability.  (http://www.pcaac.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/07/BCO-2017-for-Web-with-bookmarks.pdf)   

 

Zero Tolerance for Doctrinal Heresy 

The PCA does not tolerate blatant doctrinal heresy, which is potentially punishable by 

excommunication in the event the offender proves to be unrepentant and uncorrectable.  (BCO 

30-4) 

 

Exercises Church Discipline  

The PCA considers church discipline to be an integral part of the church.  Their position paper 

on the subject includes:   1) discipline is an act of discipleship, 2) it is a mark and duty of the 

Church, 3) its goals are the glory of God, the purity of His Church, and keeping and reclaiming 

disobedient sinners, 4) it has several stages, and 5) it faces several difficulties. 

(http://pcahistory.org/pca/3-412.html ) 

 

 

  

MISSION 

 

Values and Emphasizes Making Disciples Who Make Disciples  

The PCA Committee on Discipleship Ministries (CDM) exists to "glorify God by serving the 

members and churches of the PCA as they seek to make disciples of all nations."  They believe 

that discipleship is "the process by which the Holy Spirit brings a sinner to a life-changing 

knowledge of Christ, using the Word of God and members of the Body of Christ. Discipleship 

goes beyond evangelism as it includes every aspect of a believer growing in his/her love for and 

obedience to Christ."  CDM covers ministry to children, youth, women, men and seniors. 

 

Global Mission-Minded, Especially to the Unreached  

Mission to the World (MTW) is the global missions sending agency of the PCA, which strives 

"to be obedient to the Great Commission by teaching people to follow Jesus as Lord and Savior, 

to be baptized, and to obey all that Jesus commands."  MTW currently has over 700 missionaries 

in 90 countries.  A strong focus on reaching unreached people groups can be found by searching 

the MTW website:  https://www.mtw.org/search-results?q=unreached. 

  

  



Encourages Planting of New Local Churches 

Mission to North America (MNA) has a stated vision that "God, by His grace and for His own 

glory, will transform the PCA into a grassroots church planting culture."  The Wisconsin 

Presbytery has a program that will pay for a pastoral candidate's seminary expenses if they plant 

a church in Wisconsin.  (It is a 3-year program which includes long-distance learning, where the 

candidate does his coursework while remaining in membership at his home church, and also goes 

for two 1-week intensives annually.)  In the last 30 years, the PCA has grown from 1 church in 

Wisconsin to about 15 today (at least 6 of which are church plants). 

 

 

 

RESOURCES 

 

Theologically-Trusted Seminaries and Colleges  

Covenant Theological Seminary (MO) is the only official PCA seminary, but Reformed 

Theological Seminary (5 campuses) and Westminster Seminary (2 campuses) are significant 

feeder seminaries.  Covenant College (GA) is an official PCA college.  All of these are 

reputable.  Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) is a PCA campus ministry with locations at 

many secular universities.  A distinctive of this ministry is that RUF prioritizes getting students  

involved with local PCA churches during their college years, which has proven to be a ministry 

model that leads to life-long discipleship.   

  

Theologically-Trusted Pastors and Denominational Staff  

The PCA is serious about sticking to confessional standards, so pastors who drift don't last long.  

It is not unusual for pastors with different theology to mutually decide to switch denominations. 

 

Theologically-Trusted Printed, Online Resources, and Events  

The Committee on Discipleship Ministries (CDM) website (pcacdm.org) includes curriculum 

options and recommendations for all levels, including material from Great Commission 

Publications, which is a joint-venture of the PCA and OPC.  The Mission to North America 

(MNA) website (pcamna.org) includes many options for short-term missions and serving 

domestically.  There are several other PCA agencies (pcaac.org, mtw.org and more) that do not 

have authority, but exist to serve congregations and pastors. 

  

Has Staff Who Resource Local Churches  

In the PCA, assistance for local churches comes primarily from the Presbytery, and from the 

above agencies.  Culturally, the PCA values ground-up ministry, and has low overhead. 

 

Has Other Congregations in Wisconsin  

The Presbytery of Wisconsin has fourteen particular churches, and ?? active church plants.  The 

closest congregation to Cedar Grove is in ???. 

 

Networks Local Church Resources 

As the Wisconsin Presbytery grows, these efforts are increasing.  Currently, there is a men's 

retreat and a women's retreat that occur every-other year.  The pastors rely on each other for 

ideas and advice. 



CHARACTER 

 

Grace-Focused  

The doctrines of grace are a PCA distinctive.  They depict what God has done for mankind’s 

salvation, namely (paraphrased): (1) Man is totally depraved and completely incapable within 

himself to reach out towards God. (2) By God's grace, out of His mere good pleasure, He 

unconditionally elects some to everlasting life. (3) God, in His infinite mercy, in order to 

accomplish the planned redemption, sent His own Son, Jesus Christ, to die as a substitute for the 

sins of a large but specific number of people (particular atonement). (4) When the Holy Spirit 

moves upon a particular person and applies the work of redemption, this grace is irresistible. (5) 

All saints will persevere, because in God's gracious work of sanctification, He enables a saved 

person to persevere to the end. While this is not complete in this life, from God’s perspective it is 

as good as accomplished. 

  

Not Legalistic  

All church power, whether exercised by the body in general, or by representation, is only 

inisterial and declarative since the Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and practice. No 

church judicatory may make laws to bind the conscience. All church courts may err through 

human frailty, yet it rests upon them to uphold the laws of Scripture though this obligation be 

lodged with fallible men. 

  

Unity in Essentials, Liberty in Non-Essentials, Charity in All Things  

The PCA recognizes that the body of Christ is not destroyed by its division into different 

denominations of professing Christians, but that all of these which maintain the Word and 

Sacraments in their fundamental integrity are to be recognized as true branches of the Church of 

Jesus Christ.  Also, the purpose of accountability exercised by presbyters in courts is to realize 

the idea of unity of the Church. 

  

Challenges Local Churches to Grow in Spirit and Mission 

The Presbyterian Church in America has a strong commitment to evangelism, missionary work 

at home and abroad, and to Christian education. From its inception, the church has determined its 

purpose to be “faithful to the Scriptures, true to the reformed faith, and obedient to the Great 

Commission.”  In addition to its many missionaries, the PCA sends many chaplains in the 

military, veterans administration, prisons and hospitals, as well as many university campus 

ministers.  Thus, the Gospel is proclaimed to a large audience around the world that would not be 

reached through usual channels. 


