Faithful Shepherds
1 Peter 5:1-5; 1 Timothy 3:1-7
I. The Calling of an Elder 
a. Different Titles Same Office
i. Elder
ii. Overseer
iii. Shepherd
b. Ordained and Appointed by God through the Church 

II. The Qualifications of an Elder
a. Godly and Gifted Man 
b. Godly Desire to Lead
c. Godly Character
i. Possess Positive Traits
ii. Avoid Negative Traits
d. Godly Teacher
e. Godly Home
i. Marriage 
ii. Family
f. Godly Maturity
g. Godly Witness
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1 Peter 5:1–5
1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

1 Timothy 3:1–7
1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 
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